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Willian John Hay-Thorburn, 19 years of age, British 
subject, missing from home, 315 Hue Bourgeat from 
8.30 pem. 31.5.51. 

Attached: photograph of W.J. Hay-Thorburn. 


Enquiries re missing John Hay-Thorburn. 
Shooting of Railway Police by foreigner alleged to be 
Russian, but suspected to be a British subject, named 
William John Hay-Thourburn. 
Reports made by D.I. Ross on 5.6.51, 6.6.51 and 6.6.51. 
Foreigner arrested for alleged shooting at Weiting. 

port made by Supt. Tan Shao Liang on 6.6.51. 
Report in Chinese Press re shooting of 2 Chinese Military 
Policemen by an alleged Russian in Quinsan. 
Report made by D.S.I. Moore on 12.6.31. 


Two toldi rs of the Chinese Military Police, Li Kue 
Zang and Sung Li Sung admitted to St. Luke's Hospital, 
suffering from gun-shot wounds. 
' Statement of otig Bes Sung. 

Death of Li Kue | e 

Report made by Supt. Yorke on 9.6.51 re statement of 
Sung Li Sung. 


Report of Officer i/c S.B. forwarding a bullet said to 
have been extracted from the body of the soldier who 
whs wounded at Quinsan. 

Report of Arms Identification Section No. 3585 dated 
11.6.51 re mentioned bullet. 


Report submitted by C.D.C. 271 re inquiries regarding 
the fereigner who was arrested near Weiting and Chen-I. 
Supplementary statement of C.D.C. 271 Zah Nwei Digh. 


Arrest of foreigner at Chen-I. 

Reports made by C.D.I. Robertson on 19.6.31 and 17.6.31. 
Bxpenses incurred by C.D.S.I. Pan Lien Peh re arrest of 
a foreigner at Chen-I. 

Arrest of foreigner at Quinsan. 

Report made by D.S.I. Pan Lien Pih. 


Report by the Shanghai Times on the John Thorburn Case. 
Report made by D.8S. Golder on 23.7.31. 


Motor car chit, issued by the Taylor Garage bearing the 
date 5.6.51, purporting to have been signed by W.J. Hay- 
Thorburn, 

Report made by D.S.I. Montgomery on 13.7.31. 


Supplementary. statement of Hsu Ah Foo, chauffeur employed 


with Taylor Garage. 
Movements of J. Hay-Thorburn prior to his disappearance. 
Report made by D.I. Ross on 5.8.31. 
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Chit signed by W.J. Hay-Thorburn at Pala-ce Hotel, bearing 
date of June 1, 19351. 
Report made by D.I. Ross on 8.6.51. 


Supplementary statement of Heieh Hsin-fu, regarding the 
obtaining by him a handbag and articles of clothing from 
an unknown boat-woman in Henli. 

Report made by D.I. Ross 7.8.51. 

Attached: Statements. 


Newspapers cuttings and translations from Chinese 
rewspapers re disappearance of J. Hay-Thorburn from 
June 3, 1931. 


' Article contained in the Sin Wan Pao dated August 8, 1931. 


Report made by C.D.I. Robertson on 8.8.31. 

Report made by 0. i/c S.B. on 5.8.31. re local Soviet 
circles are in possession of information confirming that 
J. Thorburn is dead. — 
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Full Story of Murder Told in Documents’ 


Submitted to 


the Commons 


From Our OWN CORRESPONDENT 


London, Nov. 24. 


The following questions and 
answers in the House of Commons 
during the week ended November 
24 now appear in Hansard. It will 
be noticed that in reply to a 
cuestion by Sir B. Falle the Gov- 
ernment circulated the full text of 
the Chinese report on the death of 
Mr. John Thorburn, which throws 
au rather different light upon the 
matter than was given by the tele- 
graphic summary which was issued 
carly in November. 


Sir Charles Cayzer asked the 


Secretary of State for Foreign 
y Affairs whether any claim for 
compensation from Mr. John 


Thorburn’s relatives has now been 
received and considered; and what 
steps he proposes to take to press 
this claim against the Chinese 
Government? 


Mr. Eden: Mr. Thorburn’s father 
has now. requested that His 
Majesty’s Minister should lodge a 
claim for compensation with the 
Chinese Government. My _ right 
hon. Friend is not yet in receipt 
of full details, but the request is 
being considered as uvgently as 
possible. 

Sir B. Falle asked the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs if he 
will furnish this House with the 
text of the final:reply of the Chi- 
nese Government to the representa- 
tions of His Majesty’s Government 
in the matter of the death of Mr. 
John Thorburn; and if he will 
press for an identification of the 
burial place of the remains of Mr. 
: Thorburn? 


| Mr. Eden: The text of the reply 
‘of the Chinese Government and a 
jsummary of the report attached to 
it, which had been received by tele- 
graph from His Majesty’s Minister 
in China, were published in the 
Press on November 4, 1 will cir- 
culate in the Officiul Report the 
text:of the note and the coniplete 
report which has now been received. 
1 am in communication with His 
Majesty's Minister in regard to the 
matter referred to in the second 
part of the question. 

Hansard then includes the Ncte from 
the Chinese Acting Minister for For- 
‘eign Affairs, which has already been 
published in full in these columns, and 
also the full report of the Chinese 
investigation, of which only a_ tele- 
graphic summary was made available 
at tho time of the publication of the 
Note. The full translation is us 
follows :— 

The Joint Military Court held to 
inquire into the disappearance of 
Thorburn, having completed the in- 
vestigation, its Findings and Judge- 
ment are respectfully set out as 
follows: 


; The Arrest” 
.(1)..At.about” ten o’clock in the 


night of June 1, 1931, Sub-Lieutenant 


They advanced to investigate and 
discovered him 
They then interrogated him. 


the two Gendarmes Li Kud-ts’si and 
Shen Li-sheng. They fell, but Wu I- 
sen whilst the soldiers behind were 
coming up courageously advanced and 
seized him. At this moment the ex- 


came by. The soldiers stepped aside 
and the foreigner wrenched himself 
Jouse und escaped. 


He dropped a bag containing a pistol 
and a clip of cartridges, a knife and 
n cartridge-belt containing nineteen 
cartridges, a small bottle of chloro- 
form and a gauze face mask, a long 
black kerchief, one white shirt and a 
bunch of keys. When this was re- 
ported to the Company Headquarters 
of the Gendarmerie reinforcements 
were sent out who continued 


2, when Wu _ I-sen_ recognised and 
arrested the foreigner ce the 
eastern end of the Cheng I Reilway 
station buildings. Twenty dollars in 
Chinese aotes were found on him. 
These, together with the 
found previously, were 
Company Headquarters of the Gen- 
darmerie at  Quinsan, where the 
prisoner was questioned. His photo- 
graph was taken and in the afternoon 


_ 


Held by Military 


(2) After the said foreigner had 
been sent to the Regimentul Head- 
quarters at Soochow, Colonel Huang 
Chen-wu himself subjected him to 
further examination. The foreigner’s 
behaviour wus extremely insolent. 
When asked whether his name was 
“Sea-scout Troop” he replied, “Yes.” 
Asked his nationality, he replied: “1 
live at Shanghai. Send me to Shang- 
hai and you will then find out.” Asked 
for his passport, he replied, “None.” 
When shown tho bag and its contents 
and asked whether they were his, he 
replied “Yes.” When asked why he 
had shot the Gendarmes, he detiantly 
refused to reply. Because of the re- 
port from the Company Headquarters 


that a brigand had been arrested and} 


because the foreigner had no passport, 
had carried two pistols, chboroform 
and a giuze face mask, etcetera, and 
because he had bought no railway 
ticket although he had twenty dollars 
in notes, and because he had been 
walking hurriedly on the railway 
track, the Colonel concluded that the 
man must be a foreign communist 
desperado. He consequently intended 
to send him to the Law Courts for 
trial. But as the wounded Gendarmes 
Li Kuo-ts’ai and Shen Li-sheng had 
already been sent to hospital at 
Shanghai for trentmeni, Colonel 
Huang decided to wait until they had 
somewhat reéovéred so that he coul 
ascertain’ cleatly the circumstances in' 
which the foreigner had shot them 
before sending him on for trial. 
therefore had the foreigner detained 
in the Barracks. 


Shot by Colonel 


Li Kuo-tgfai died on June 7, and it 
was reported that there wag no hope 
for Shen: Lissheng (who died later on 


directly who he was. 


to be a_ foreigner. | Shai? 
The | After much cross-questioning he 


foreigner however made no reply but ! 
fired his pistol and shot and wounded 


press train from Shanghai to Nanking 


the! 
search and pursuit until dawn of June 


articles 
sent to the’ 


La onveyed to}, 


| Therburn 


| fronted 
|made a full confession of the above 
, facts. 
‘ing the identification of the foreigner |_ 


authorities 


He’ 


Peng Heng of the ‘Gendarmeria. ( 
stationed at Quinsan was ordered'June 12);. Colonel’ Huang then de- 
to lead his men out on patrol along|cided to send the foreigner to trial. 
the Shanghai-Nanking Railway line.|Ho accordingly summoned~ the for- 
He sent 6n ahead as patrols the threo|eigner in the morning of,June 8 for 
Gendarmes Li Kuo-ts’ai, Shen Li-sheng a further interrogation. The for- 
nnd Wu I-sen. Whon they had pro-'pigner, however, still refused to state 
eceded to the neighbourhood of Cheng nt 

I Railway Station, they saw a suspi- 

cious looking person walking hurried- 

‘ly along the railway track. They 

challenged bim and called on him to 

halt. He paid no attention. 
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All he would 
say was that ho Hved at Shanghai. 
at 
last fully confessed that he had shot 


the Gendarmes. Asked where the 


revolver was with which he had shot 


and wounded the Gendarmes, he 


replied that he had thrown it into the 


water, After having questioned him 


thus far, the Colonel, unable to con- 


trol hix indignation, reviled the for- 


cigner und curseg, him as an outlaw. 


Hearing these words, the foreigner 
suddenly sprang at-the Colonel, whom 
he took by surprise and struck him 
fiercely. 
the fierce aspect and savage strength 
of the foreigner, drew his pistol and 
shot him dead. 


(3) After he had killed the foreign- 
er Colonel Huang Chen-wu realised 
that he had exceeded what was justifi- 
able in self-defence, and being afraid 
of incurring punishment, he caused to 


The Colonel, in the face of 


be destroyed all traces of the evidence, ; 


including the corpse, and gave strict 


crders to all his men not to divulge . 


nx word of what had passed, in the 
hepe of covering up the matter. Thus 
it came about that the first investiga- 
toin failed to reveal what had actually 
happened. | 


Identification Complete 


(1) The facts above set out were 
subsequently elicited by inquiries 
pursued at the various Company and 
Regimental Headyjuarters of the Gen- 
durmerie, Clues were obtained through 


{strict examination of Sub-Lieutenant 


I'eng Heng andy others. Repeated 
cross-questioning “of Sergeant Liu 
Uhang-wen and others at last resulted 
in eliciting the facts of the case and 
in the identification beyond doubt of 
the foreigner in question as the man 
who had disappeared. 
Colonel Huang Chen-wu was there- 
uron cashiered and sent to trial. This 
Ministry constituted a Joint Military 
Court before which the accused Huang 
Chen-wu at first denied his guilt, re- 
lying on the destruction of the 
evidence. But when he was later con- 
hy the evidence collected he 


Aa regards the point concern- 


in question as Thorburn, Colonel 
Huang was shown the photograph of 
Thorburn communicated by tho British 
when they were pressing 
for an investigation, and said it was 
indeed the man whom he had shot and 
killed. The facts of the case having 


been clearly ascertained, judgment was 


passed, 


| 


| 


(6) The findings of the Joirg! 


Military Court were to the effect tha 


the said Colonel Huang Chen-wa was 
according to law to be punished for’ 
his crime by being sentenced to a 
term of fourteen years’ imprisonment. 


It is on record that he has already 
commenced to serve the sentence of 
imprisonment. 

Seal of the ‘Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 
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Extract from Chinese Newspapers Translation 


13.11.31. 


The Thorburn Case 
The Sin Wan Pao publishes the following telegram 


from Nanking: - 

Sir Miles Lampson, the British Minister to China, 
paid a visit to Li Ching Luen, Acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs on November 12. 

It is reported that during the interview Sir 
files discussed the conclusion of the Thorburn case and 
the date. on which signature will be affixed to the 


document relating to this case. 
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The Thorburn Case 


The China Times and other local newspapers publish 
the following reports- 

According to information received from diplomatic 
circles, Sir Miles Lampson, the British Minister to China, 
arrived the other day in Nanking from Peiping by a Ford 
aeroplane in company with Dr. Wellington Koo. 

It is learned that Sir Miles Lampson will effect 
a settlement of the Thorburn case with Dr. Lee Ching Lung, 
Acting Ninister of Foreign Affairs, and will also exchange — 
views on the continuance of the negotiations over the 
Sino-British extraterritoriality problem. 

It is reported that the interview between Sir 
Miles Lampson and Dr. Lee Ching Lung will take place after 


the solution of the Sino-Japanese conflict. 
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The Thorburn Case 
The Sin- Wan Pao publishes the following telegram 


‘from Peiping:- 

Sir Miles Lampson, the British Minister to 
China, will — Peiping on November 1l for Nanking 
where he will bring about the settlement of the Thorburn 
Case with the Ministry of Poreign Affairs. 

Another report states that Sir Miles will 
travel to-day in a Ford aeroplane in company with 


Dr. Wellington Koo. 
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Extract from Chinese Newspape 


2.11.51. 


The Thorburn Case 

The editor of the China Times published the 
following comment on November 1s- 

After thorough investigations made by the 
Chinese Government into the disappearance of Thorburn, 
it has been Foi that he left Shanghai for Chenju by 
train on June 1 and using his pistol, injured two 
soldiers who succumbed to their injuries. This 
caused resentment by soldiers on duty there. They 
caught and sent him to Soochow where he was assaulted 
and fatally injured. Upon discovery, the Chinese 
Government arrested and placed the Regimental 
Commander Wang in custody. 

In view of the fact that relations between 
China dnd Great Britain are closer, we regret the 
‘occurrence of this unfortunate case. Although Thorburn 
was wromg in killing two soldiers, the Chinese soldiers 
failed to refer Thorburn to their Commander but 
instead they assaulted and fatally injured him; such 
acts being a violation of the law. The Chinese 
Government will certainly inflict severe pubishment 
on these soldiers. However we hope that both Governments 
will treat this affair as a usual military and criminal 
case and will not enlarge it which would simply afford 


irresponsible persons the chance to provoke instigations. 


Extract from Chinese Newspapers Translation 


The Thorburn Case 

The Sin Wan Pao publishes the following telegram 
from Nanking:- 

It is reported that after consultation with 
Sir Miles Lampson, the British Minister to China, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affaire will bring about a settlement 
of the Thorburn case immediately Sir Miles receives 
instructions from his home Government, Apart from 
punishing the military official concerned, the Chinese 
Government will probably give compensation to the family 


of the deceased. 


> ALL EVIDENCE DESTROYED 


mw." 
Ay 


or‘seen again, is cleared up in a Note fromthe» Nanking 
Government to Sir Mile Lampson, the British Minister. «. 


nga June. 2: He ‘was subsequently “interrogated by . the 
‘Regimental Commander, Colonel Huang, Chen-wij,. who “lost 
his temper and provoked by the behaviour, of ‘the’ prisoner, 


destroyed 

ordered: his men to keep silent. , Se < 
Tried by court martial,:Col. Huang was sentenced to.14 _ 

years’ imprisonment. Nanking has been orally fpformed that 

this ‘ settlement .of. thé incident is acceptable.to’ W.-M... 
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\ of, May for Nanking, waa involved in # ting affair 

{ gendarmes at: Quinsan, and after his at was 
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Why He was Not Handed Over. As the foreigner disregard- 
It may be recalled that the shoot Sock, Sallcame, thay approached 


ing affair near Insan occurred! hereu, the toz- 
just at ‘the ce oie the general’ Signol  ahet. down two of the gen- 
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Soochow aero be wen examined by 


shooting fri¢ident ‘and.takest to 'Soo- Regimental Commander Colone! 
chow. iis own (jolast conduct, tho Huang. He refused to say who 
belongings; -and his refasal to re-Ighs 

veal: hig ‘name and, na! ity,’ in- 

evitably ‘produced thé saspieion that 

‘geiten te the taletfiat Rha Bice 

‘Towns therefore o' this state 

of apprehension and to the initial 
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The“Chinese Government ‘feels 
thankful for the he afforded 
the British officials in dappiyin’: ou 


Rae 


conception of justice: and see it ad- 
minerered within P= Soe terri- 
tory hope that the action taken 
‘by the Chinese Government in. thin 
case will convince: thé: British Gov-f 
of China’s 
“professions in the matter, | ! 
-I avail. myself of this opportunity 
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aastrance of my Hfghest ‘considera: 


% 


Cc. & S. B. 
No. S. B. D 


ae DL LEM 


SHANGHAL MUTICINAL POLIT 
ISTRY 


E 


‘ Caacretamamen ie — _- 


J 7 CAPGHAL EBS Pett 
A pectic GC. & St. REGISTRY 


R D.2e oe 
Bl SP 


= 


* ae ee Not Be’ Abolished 
e Parliamént. Has Approved 


Oct. 31.—The : 
the ‘Ehorburn 
what ie regarded 


sted to, and apareted 


tig, leas now resign: 
(fom the Centra? Governme 
iwiorter. 


_ Report That. Bri 
a a Death And 
AWTHOR 
t ot 
s ne S10a8 su0 anos storm 
Te 


449 You 6ae Aeqy | 
‘Aqsiossed woun | 


oSe sivat aulow weary JO mes): 
JY) PRowUEMR Ga .WatETfYy> Jo 
rw 


" ve her 
oxtseeg si48a 
EV 


LONDON, Oct. 
ations which have 
for some time 
and Chinese Go 
ference of the 
Thorburn, 
approaching ¢ 3 
Agency learns that the 


ef the a! t-—Reute 


@* 


sherwiin. 


LEM 


£0 70 50 


ene a 


THE NORTH-CHINA DAILY N&Ws, TURSDAY,- OCTOBER: 2%; 19st. 


THE: THORBURN 
sein pene 
OFFICIAL _RETICENCE 


» London, Oet. 26. 
I am informed that the tenor of 
the of the Chinese Govern- 


° Stine 

"June 1, Mr. John Thorburn. : left 

ai in of adventure.’ * 

Jane 2. Be ved to. have been st- 
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| News” receives news that General Chen 


into. the case died, ap the 
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| $HE NORTHCHINA DAILY NEWS, _ SATURDAY, 


NOTES & COMMENTS 


The Thorburn Case 


: The: statement that the, Chinese 
“Government expect to be able to 
lissue a “satisfactory” report on the 
disappearance of Mr. John Thor- 
‘burn and to submit it to Sir Miles |) 
‘Lampson before the end’ of the}, 
‘current month, is elicited from the 
new Under-Secretary of State for} 
‘Foreign Affairs in the House of| 
‘Commons. It shows' that the pro-} 
‘cess of speeding up the report of |: 
General Chen “Yih has not been as} 
‘effective as was recently s 

from Nanking. It means, Ps ew = 
jably that, in the course of nex? 
‘fortnight the document will bef. 
‘available for the British Govern- | 
iment, Of its character it is im- 
‘possible to say anything in: ad- 
‘vance at this stage. * re. was, 
‘it will be. remembered, an: appar- 
ently authoritative suggestiof#: that } 
‘it left-matters where they were. }° 
: This was, however, promptly. denied 
‘by other equally authoritative 
|statements, which went so far as 
‘to hint that material evidence’ of 
‘value had been obtained, lead! to,| 
{General Chen Yih’s second. visit to 
Soochow. It seems to be. essential 
‘thet, after this long delay, some 
substantial. result shoujd accure in 
| response tothe, British . -Govern- 
‘ment’s urgent inquiries. -The ‘mat- 
ter wey be left there for the .mo- 
ment, ' : 
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Subject (in full)... Tne Thorburn Case. er 


Made by. JeD.8. Umemoto. : Forwarded by. uh l. AY, 


_____— With reference to the attached translation from the 

Shanghai Mippo of September 2, 1951 regarding the Thorburn Case, | 
Mr. Akahoshi, editor of the ‘Shanghai Mippo, was 1 visited with the | 
object of confirming the report published in the paper. | 
The editor stated as follows:- : 


"fhe report was a copy of a report made by a certain 
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government official, therefore, he believes it to be 


a correct one regarding the Thorburn Case." _ 


____He declined to disclose the name of this official or j 

discuss the matter. _ { 
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TH ABOUT THE THO CASE 


The Shanghai Nippo publishes 
the following report t- 
Soochow, August 3l. 


According to a reliable source, the following truthful 
statement regarding the Thorburn cése has been received. 
At midnight on June 2, two Chinese gendarmes, who were 

on sentry duty in the vi@inity of Tsing Nyi Railway 
station guarding the line, observed a suspicious looking 
European whom they questioned. Thowburn shot both 

these gendarmes end made good his escape under cover of 
the darkness. A thorough search for the culprit wes 
instituted by the Chinese authorities. Mr. Thorburn 

was arrested and taken to the gendarmerie headquarters 
of the First Corps et Soochow. The gendermerie suthorities 
suspected Thorburn to be s communist attempting to 
damage the railway line as he had left near the track 
certain instruments such as monkey wrench, screw drivers 
etc. Judging from the prisoners clothing and 

lenguage it wes apparent that he was an Englishman, but 
they tried to force Mr. Thorburn to admit that hs was 

@ communist, finally torturing him by stringing him up 
because he refused to admit the allegation. Mr. 
Thorburn feinted due to loss of blood from injuries. 

The following day the Chief of the Gendermerie Corps 

who was absent returned to headquarters and wes informed 
regarding Thorburn case. He scolded the officers who 
conducted the case. Thorburn was afterward 

shot and incinersted in order to destroy all proof 
bacause the gendarmerie authorities feared serious trouble 
would arise should Thorburn be set fres. The gendarmerie 
authorities also ordered all the Chinese newspaper men 
not te publish a word about the matter and forced some 

of them who had slready ppbiished certain parts of the 
adncident to contradict their statements. However 

there was s certain newspaper reporter who witnessed 
Thorburm being tortured. He can not divulge the 
particulars beeause of the existing relations between 
Britain and China. It is expected however that the 
persons responsibae for Thorburn's death will be punished 
in accordance with law. -It is also reported that Mr. 
Chen Nyi, who was commissioned to investigate the matter, 
submitted his report to General Chiang giving $he true 
facts of the cage and has asked instruction how to deal 
with the matter in @ proper mannere 
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Bxutract from the Morning Translation of September 2, 1931. 
DPSS ESA PO SACELA SABE SPE OOE EHO KBD ODE HD ADD PE EBEPOD SOE A RM BHD 
SRUT_AROUT SUB THORPE CASR 
The Shanghai Nippe publishes 
Soochow, August 31, 


Aseerting te a reliable souree, the following truthfud i 
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Searching Inquiry 


conversations ' 
Sir Miles and Dr.-C. F, Pen fe 
vo kare~ Siviigrguee an fas “tantty “woant woums,- 


a2 Soi ae 


absence of General cniane Kai-]haa found cna eee ee 
shek in Kiangsi, where hg” has/ nesses with a knowledge of the 


Nanchang 

ment’s views on the reply sent by 
the Chinéwe Government on July —. any military authorities 
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June by the British Minister on cuuaim sg ol death. 
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®hd Case of Thorburn and its reflections. 


’ Le Journal de Shanghai. 
dated July 30, I93I. 


Our contemporary The North Chin a Daily News 
published yesterday once again details in connection 
with the case of Thorburn. The young Englishman was seen 
in Soochow on June IO by a witness at about dusk. He was 
in a pitiful state, wounded, covered with blood, and his 
hands tied at the back, pushed by soldiers who appeared 
to be conducting him to a place @rom which there is no return. 

(Here follows an extract on the subject from the "North China 
Daily News" ). 
Despite the negative result of an enquiry conduceted 
scam « Py Nanking Government nobody doubts any longer that 
young Thorburn had been arrested by the- soldiers of 
Soochow garrison, was tortured by them and very possibly 
executed under circumstances which we are ignorant of 
but which it would be interesting to know. ! 

We think that the officials of Waichiaopu are pewsons 
of too much intelligence to believe that the report of 
the enquiry commission appointed by the Ministry of Fortign 
affairs and the War Ministry, is correct. It is probable 
that upon learning of the extution of Thorburn by the 
soldiers, the enquiry commission decided to toray a thick 
veil om,the whole of this affair in order to hide from the 
world the real situation in China, which official representatives 
of Nanking Government abroad describe as a country where 
law is respected, where good order prevails, and where 
extraterritoriality is to all appearances an anomaly.. 

Leaders of the Anglo-Saxon nations have since many 
months now been conducting negotiations on the subject of 
extraterritoriality. In obedience to certain reasons 
of opportunism which we shall refrain from discussing, or 
in support of certain influences, which we shall not comment 
upon or pass judgment on, they were phowing a spirit of 
acccommodating conciliation to a great extent, Never before 
were there so many missionaries and foreigners arrested, 
carried away or massacred in Chine as within the past 
two three years, nevertheless the ren&noiation to special 
foreign rights in interior provinces, that is to say, 
logically, where the situation is practically the same 
to-dey as when these rights were granted, continued to 
be discussed. It would seem as if one was fascinated 
by Nanking, where the Government had assembled numerous 
intelligent and educated officials and established a 
modern administration. What dea@g it matter that a few 
hours uway from Nanking the situationwés quite different, 
the capital alone mattered together wi- th the distinguished 
men who were preparing a future there. The discussions 
were inclined to treat thenfuture as“reality. 

When news was received that in Hounan, Kiangsi, Hupeh 
and Nganhoei, bandits and communists had been arresting 
or killing missionaries, it was sufficient to deplore these 
sad incidents. : 

The case of Thorburn, by its reflections abroad, has 
beought about the effect of a thunderbolt. The veil which 
conce™aed the truth has’ been thorn apart. It is only 40 
kiplometres from Shanghai that the military authorities 


a 


violated international conventions and ignored the 
authority of the Nanking Government. Furthermore, 
this same Government, which, we are certain, is the 
first to deplore the excesses of the Soochow garrison 
soldiers, did not, however dare to deal vigorously 
with the guilty military and attempted to pass the affair 
by in silence, thinking that the foreign opinion would 
xet tired and would end tp by finding other interests. 
Bad reckoning; the truth has emerged in spite of everything. 

The result of all this is that the Anglo-Saxon 
countries are now talking of showing themselves less 
inolined to be conciliatory in the matter of extraterritoriality.; 
And really speaking, when one considers that the military 
are in a position to oppose the Gévernment, and to prevent 
the functioning ef a judicial body by intimidating witnesses, 
the question naturally arises what will be the fate of 
foreigners when the abolition of extraterritpgiality 
will have delivered them to the mercy of uncultured, 
brutal and unscrupulous soldiers. 

G.M. 
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CHINESE AUTHORITIES DENY 
ALL KNOWLEDGE OF MISSING 


omb Carried 
Church Before 
ayy Explosion 


Says He Was Not Arrestea 


INVESTIGATION AT SOOCHOW AND QUINSAN 
BY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS PRODUCES 
NOTHING BUT REPEATED DENIALS 


REMARKABLE CONTRADICTIONS FROM 
WITNESSES IN SECOND ENQUIRY 


Stationmaster, Chinese Porters, Constable And 
Residents Who Previously Admitted Seeing 
Bound Foreigner, Now Deny Statements 


C10f a poteris nb in St. Pet 1’s, 
aithe F saprtd Cathe chureb¢ 
B) as tremengous sensation 
& | Masmuch as accgxfine to experis 
4, | its explosion jf” any cage” would 


; which was 
ngolo, even if 


basilicg. *had ae ee i In an official statement from the Foreign Office of the 
publiz. It wa§ wrapped in paper; Nanking Government to the British Consul-General in 
in a conf:ssional ‘directly benzath| Shanzhai, the results of the Chinese investigation into the 


the cupoja’ and close to. the monu-| a; ¢ . } + -year-old iti: resid- 
ment of Pope Benedigt XV. It ex. disappearance of Joan Thorburn, 19-year-old British re 


ploded spontanzoysi at two o'clock | eMt of Shanghai, were communicated yesterday morning. It 
this morning pea 


an isolated spot is denied that Thorburn, or any other foreigner, was arrested 

in the Vati gardens whither it} by the Gendarmerie, or that any foreigner was con- 
had been,femoved After js dis-| cerned in the shooting incident in the vicinity of Quinsan 
SONEEY Papal guards”. = fon June 1. Allegations that any foreigner had been: 
: p orce of the explésion, which | - . . 1 b ith . ‘ 
wagheard ajl-éver Beme, awakencd| 1™prisoned, wounded or beaten, either at Quinsan or 
;| the Pcpe from hig-sleep and sash-| Soochow, are denied by the Chinese officials. All knowledge. 
ed a number windows in the} of the whereabouts cf John Thorburn are also firmly denied..’ 

?| Vatican's ture gaflery, but} The statement from Nanking 
)|*hanks to."the pr2gautions taken| is, in cffect, a general contradi:- 
did no farther dathage. Clues as} tion of the statements previously 
to the sah ors cf this bar-| made to Mr. A. L. Scott, British 
barous attempt to destroy one of) Vice-Consul, by witnesses examin- 
)) the world’s most famous and sacted|ed by him both at Quinsan and Soo- 
,*| buildings have ngt’ yet teen found,| chow. These witnesses had stated 
: though‘the cj is full. cf con- 
< >»,| tradictory rysiours, cirelés close to 
N the -” Ita'j Government, , which 


Nanking railway line between®: 
Quinsan and Soochow on June 1. 
Since that date he has not been: 
found. Reports from _ Various‘ 
sources indicated that he had been: 
airested by Chinese ; 


that they had seen a foreigner 
answering Thordurn’s description 
under arrest at Quinsam and Soo- 
chow. At the latter pRice he was 
ed through the streets’ with his 
nds «tied bi ag his. back and 


equentiy “tied 
end sbeaten. 2% 
ponte re slong. ithie® 
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WERE ALL THESE PEOPLE LYING? 


a The following points, taken from statements to British 
% Consular investigators by Chinese at Soochow and Quinsan. 
# are of great importance in the Thorburn investigation and 
ral compel close attention. Before the Chinese investigation be- 
” gan, the Minister of Forcign Affairs was informed in writing 
cf the substance of the evidence in the hands of the British 

: authorities. The follcwing pcints were particularly stressed: 
! {.—Sia Zui-soong, “ba tsang” of the 4th Company, ist Battalion, 
at Ist Regiment of the Military Volice spoke of the shooting’ incident 
ya and the arrest. of a foreigner, who was taken to Quinsan, where 


he was detained until the afternoon of June 2, when he was removed 
under escort. 


2.—The wife of the proprietor of the Tsang Ah-sing dry goods 
| store at Quinsan stated that at about 4 p.m, on June 1, a young 
foreigner, whom she identified from a photograph as Thorburn, 
went to her shop ard made a small purchase. He was wearing a 
pair of dark blue trousers with red lines down the side of each 
leg. On the fellowing day she saw the same foreigner with his 
4 hands tied behind his back in the custody of the Military Police. 
«| 


She sald he was put on a train. 


3.—A policeman named You Loh-li, attached to the 1st Sub- 
Station in Quinsan, said he had seen a foreigner wearing long 
- trousers with two red stripes, being taken along the street by the 
] Military Police with his hands tied behind his back. He was put 
‘ on a train going west just after I o'clock on June 2. 

q 4.—Another policeman in Quinsan gave corroborative evidence 
{ and stated that the foreigner had given his nationality as English. 

5.—When questioned, the stationmaster at Quinsan said that a 
foreigner had been put on the train going westward just after I p.m. 
on June 2. He was in the custody of a party of Military Police. 
He also stated that the foreigner had an inscription on his hand- 
| kerchief and that he actually wrote the words “Sca Scout Troop” on 

one of the posts of the station platform. The words were still there 
on June 10 and were seen on that date by Mr. Scott. British Vice- 
Consul. He was noticed examining them, but when he returned to 
the station shortly aftcrwards they had been carefully erased. 

6.—The Li-li Photograph Shop in Quinsan when visited revealed 
further evidence. Here it was learned that a photograph of the 
foreigner had been taken, shortly after his arrest, but the owner 
of the shop had no copy of the photograph as the negative had 
been taken away by the Military Police. 

7.—Two porters at the Soochow Railway Station, No.’s 93 and 
105, stated they saw the foreigner on the afternoon of June 2 being 
sent under a Military Police escort to the Military fFleadquarters. 


WERE ALL THESE PEOPLE LYING? 


Finally, Lands In Gaol 


stolen his pants. 


| Ingenuity, not modesty, was the 


OF ENQUIRY 


With regard to the disa pear-; 
ance without trace of the British? 
resident of Shanghai, Thorburn, 
it is on record that repeated let: 
ters have been received from they, 
British Consul-General at Nanking 
requesting investigation; also that™: 
|the replies of the various Depart-, 
ments concerned have been com-% 
municated to the British Consul 5: 
General. Further, the Ministry off 
Foreign Affairs and the Ministryt; 
of War each sent an official of*? 
their respective Ministries to con-¥ 
duct a joint and strict investiga} 
tion. These two officials have no 
reported as follows: 


In pursuance of our instruc- 
tions, we at once left for Soochow} 
where we first visited the head 
quarters of the First Regiment of 
Gendarmerie occupying the Lao 
Wu T’uan Barracks. We were in- 
formed by the Colonel of the said 
|Regiment that the Regiment cer- 
jtainly had not arrested any for- 
cigner. As regards the matter of 
the wounding by shooting of twa 
gerndarmes at Weiting near Kun- 
shan (Quinsan), the bandits had 
made good their escape owing to 
the passing of a train (between 
the combatants). Not only was 
no forcigner arrested on that 
occasion, but no Chinese was cap- 
tured. We, thereupon, inspected 
the regimental gaol, where we 
found only two Chinese prisoners. 
Both were gendarmes. There was 
no foreigner in the gaol. We then 
inspected the military goal. There 
were four prisons and one prison- 
ho:.pital and three workshops. Wq 
examined them all, one after an4 
other, and found that they con- 
tained no foreigner. 


SOOCHOW MAGISTRATE’S: 
DENIAL 


We then went to the District! 
Magistracy of Wuhsien (Soochow): 
We were iniormed tnat on receipe 


}OL imstiuctions trom the Ministry 


ordering an investigation, tne 
Magistrate at once wrote to tna 


; ; . Meadquarters oi tne First Regi- 
chict characteristic of Yghg, a] He got no satisfaction from : ; : as 
bath-house thief now “dgifig time”| the proprigtor, But when that; Ment of ene and B80 
in the Municipal gues$house ‘on ‘y?back was turned Yang| Ordered thc Commissioner — ot 


Ward Road, accord: to the evi- a spare pair of the pro- 
dence subntitted Ay aggrieved > aug Saipped into 
witnesses appearing at Yang’s| sty@et withonly a snirt on. 
trial. 7 / ‘he folj6wing Saturday he tri 


| Apparently Saturday night i 
“bath night’ the worid over f 
those not particwlarly addicte 
self-ablution. At any rate Sdtur- 
day night was Yang’s big“night 
of the week and he made it a 


he saipe trick’ at angtner 
house,this tjrhe cailiny ry ee 
bod, i ol except that ,Of 
Postung Pr 


die 


most ‘other 
events proved t! 
interested in 
his fellow-b 
cleansing. 


Yang was mre 
le babitionng of 
ers than in his own|- 


ance, a week ggo He 
let out @ first-class bath- 
war-whgep and -€alled for 

iot Sgand, t Ambulance 
Corps, S.V.€. and Ghapei Gendar- 
merie, declaring “to an excited 
multitude that some one . ‘had 


y witb” hue cry after h 
his .tyme he 3 caught. 
Or ‘Aria . ng baie thgé the|asked tnem whether on gx gbouv/ 


Folice to investigate and report. 


tne| 4ne Gendarmerie neadquarters re- 
; plucd that no loreigner whatever 


naa been arrested. I'he Commis- 
sioner of Poltce reported tnat he 
nad maae investigations and tound 


the} tnat there was no wrutn in the 

otection Corps. Then,|#legation that a foreigner hau 

as the”excitement commenced to| ven arrested, 

seized a nifty silk oe 

et and*hit oug for the high- chow Raiiway Station where we 
ta 


We then proceeded to the Soo-; 


“| interviewed tne stationmaster and} 


the assistant stationmaster, and, 
the znd of June they had seen o 

the station premises a pany o 

gendarmes guarding a toreigner. 
they repiied that tney were very 
busy engaged every day in the 
performance of their duties and/ 
did not know whether gendarmes | 
had or had not brought a ble al 
prisoner to the station. Recently 
Mr. Scott, a British Vice-Consul, 
had visited tha ctatinn and intow 


wey ae “14 s _— 
REPORT: 
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St. Andrew’s Societ, ot Shae Sands’ Telegra 
Fo. Mr.: Rai lonald ° ‘Deploring : -Titeffec- 


intieteiiion iy: the Bitte: Gov: 
ernment for the release -of John 
cae al age a be the hands reidenee’ Netted' since :his di 
su a ‘co! nce: 
6 Chineie ry. ant appeditar a paticcae icials 


we” heade {int 
te. fie er cee 
h ute, He ve. go 
reasons. ‘is difficulties ;with: same Chine 


A telegram to kr. Renna 

MacDonald, British ‘ Prime..Minis-’ ne ay ager § embank 
ieee age dispatched sia steps been taken prisoner and sean 
hai by: the Bucy Peete OF to Soochow military barracks. 


follows: It has been reported that h 
was transferred elsewhere, anq 
has been held prisoner since. 
Corroborated testimony has als@ 
been collected by British Consula 
officers investigating on the spo 
that Thorburn was tied to a tre 
and beaten in the presence of 
number of Soochow’ village 


eevee, Bates oes 
wi 
pon Nanking Chinese 
authorities, Tortured, mutilated 
or Known to have been 
alive three weeks ago. Request 
for Gino-British investigation 
refused. St.’ Andrew's Society of 
Shanghal é¢ ineffectiye 
policy- of Foreign. Office and calls 
for sttong, ‘definite action. 
. Committee of : St. 
we. Society, S’hai.” 
Aieentemnn have also » been 
made to. issue this telegram 
through Reuter’s Agency to news- 
papers at Home for the purpose 
of calling attention to the plight 
of voung Thorburn who:: fate, 
like his exact. signin con- 


one of his: soldier guards stab 
bed him with a bayonet. 

All but definite proof of Thor 
burn having been held in priso’ 
at Soochow was collected by M 
A. Scott, British Vice-Consul ai 


= Red that Thorburn was iin i 
hands. of. the- military, he could 
not trace his whereabouts. 
Minister Intervenes 
He gathered ‘sufficient evidence 
however, to prompt the Britis 
Minister to China, Sir Mile 
Lampson, to send a_representativ: 
to Nanking with a request for a 
official investigation. 

This representative, Mr. Fran 
| Aveling, called upon the Ministey 
of Foreign Affairs at Nanking 
who deputed a representative from 
the Ministry and another from the 
Ministry of War to proceed. to 
Soochow and investigate: the re- 
ports ‘furnished by the -Britisl 
authorities. But’’Mr. ‘Aveling’s' at- 
tendance at the investigation was 
refused. 

At the present time the Nand 
king Government. representatives, 
are still conducting ‘their. inquiry 
at Soochow, | while: Mr. - Aveling 
and.‘the.British “authorities await 
their report. So far; the Ghinese 
have been more than two. weeks. 
on ‘their task, but not a word as‘ 
to their movements or discoveries, 
if any, has’-been. re¢eived. by. the; 
British authorities’ to ‘date.’ *4 
i 
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British| Authorities ~~ 


Laud Préss Findings: 
In Thorburn Mystery 


Copy. Of Reporter's Story s Story Forwarded To Nanking 
‘As Material Evidence For Investigators; 
Father Of Youth Appreciates Paper's Actid 

—_—_t 


Ki ke 
‘i neha "yesterday" a¢claimed . The ' China Press hh 
vestigation of the Thorburn disappearance asa Poe ste 
the solution’ of the jmystery and as added: impet: et 
to official inquiries now being carried out. Among those w 
recognized the importance ng ere raade in yesterday’ 
‘China Press, asa result of the three day investigation, wer 
Mr.:M. ‘Hay..Thorbarn, father of the 19-ycar-old Britishe 
last seen in Shanghai on June 1, and the British superintenc 
ing-eonswl;*Mr. A. D. Biackburn. 


toe 


» Mr. Blackburn, yesterday sent ia 
Copy,- of ‘tie. China Press* carrying 
intimate disclosures on the disa) 
pearance of Johii Hay ‘Thorb 
19, believed to have been detaindd 
for five weeks by Chinese military 
authorities, to the British Legatidn 
at Nanking. | 
Disclosures Significant 
<"Mx* filackburn told a China Pregs 
Tepresentative that the news stoty 


thendet detaiis of ‘sé. significant 
nature, He: said: that previous in- 


ve ,Blackburn said ‘that deside 
‘Quantity of. added informatio 
nded in the’ Press report, cex- 
pray uttered from those col- 


mt Consular official said that 


wide DY ~ i be bball 


S-| asked to ssnction the, sending § 


ut fand that the ‘atcount'in ‘the ‘Okina: 


representatives of the War and, Fc 
eign Affairs Ministries: to. co 
duct @ month's investigation of t: 
case. One week has passed. R 
Ports of their findings: will be ‘ma 
public at the end of the mont 
Mr. Blackburn said that the a 
tion takeri by ‘the China Press wy 
especially welcome inasmuch 1 
it came at a time when ‘the ‘han 
of the British authorities we 
practically tied. ‘He said that ti 
Chinese government at Nanking hi 
not definitely forbidden a Bri 
investigation of the Thorburn ‘d: 
appearance, but that when it 


Mr. Aveling to represetit. the Bri 
government in the ag 
Chinese responded that they, co 
conduct their {vn investigation. 
My. Blackburn said there is no 
jection’ to ‘an“informal ‘British in- 
vestigation, but the ‘above 

is in effect’ a refusal to allow « 
foreign représentative to sit with 
them ‘in consideration “Of, € ene 
‘on thé Thorburn case. the” - 


developments brought about. by, the 
Chinese investigation, he declared. 


he had not yet given up hope that; 
his son would te returned ‘to 


‘Press - substantiated. “béltema of! Nits 
that--his son, was) still alive si 
“I greatly appreciates end ‘action 
of the China Press in thitis Ming’ an 


47 


—— 


~~) 


The whereabouts of John 
Thorburn, 19-year-old Briton who 
‘disappeared on June 1 after set- 
ting out in the direction of Quin- 
gan, are still definitely unknown 
to British Consular authorities 
and .everyone else desirous of 
locating him, it was learned dur- 
| inquiries yesterday. 

t is significant, however, that 
although the committee of inquiry 
sent to Soochow by the Nanking 
Goyernment at the request of 
the British Minister to-China have 
teen investigating for more than 
a week, they have not, so. far, 
communicated to the British 
authorities any information what- 
soever. According to their plans, 
they will continue to investigate 
for another three weeks, then re- 
turn to Nanking ‘and render their 


obi on ; 
-In the ‘meantime Mr. Frank 
Aveling, personal representative 
tf ‘H. M. biog eg sent to ae 

to press for this inquiry, is 
ait at Nanking, forbidden: to join 
the Nanking -thvestigators at Boo- 


horbarn Now Missing 37.B 
Official “Search”’ Fruitless 


chow. % 

Whether Thorburn is being held 
at Soochow, Lion Hill: or any- 
where else is not the real issue. 
It has been reported that he is 
now at Nanking and this report is 
being; looked into, local- itish 
authorities stated yesterday. - 

Wherever Thorburn may be’now 
cannot alter the evidence that he, 
or someone so like him as to 
satisfy the most sceptical, was 
seen in eustody of Chinese soldi- 
érs at Soochow on or about the 
time of his disappearance. 

This has been borne ont, not by 
one witness, but by’ scores of wit; 
nesses, including railway officials, 
plain villagers and even soldiers 
themselves. Responsible British 
officials collected this testimony. 

At Nanking or Soochow, wound- 
ed or not, guilty of the Quinsan 
shooting or not, the British 
authorities are satisfied that 
Thorburn was in the hands of the 
military. Their only doubt at pre- 
sent is where he may be gound at 
this time. ‘ ? : 
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I the. vogyéss of their oe 
Rec to this. the, military € 

vy. eaied that they led’ 9 yY 
tently. deni or 
i . Mr. PR } 
burn left Shanghai on June 1, and 


on that morning a young foreigner, 
{corresponding to him and wearing Y, @ 
' garments corresponding to those } 


Mr. Thorburn had taken from 
‘home, was seen by Chinese in Quin- 


thaw originally described as, a fox 
ieieny Tae believed to be a Russia 
js alleged to have shot and wee 
ied ae military police, who subs 
quently, died in hospital in Shaig- 
ai. "THY néxt mornine an jeped 
slat Wiis arrésted as grave sue 
'yicion was attached to hin, ant 
taken to the headquarters of the 
military police in Soochow. ‘ 
In a statement issued by H.M. 
Consulate-Generel and published in 
the “North-China Sunday Nepvs” 


two weeks agd the following pass- 

aE ee gabe” “incidence, in 

{dates strp-d? i 
iately a! 


re 


Aveling. Had “AG. ‘Arm’s 
he » Length; Thorbu 
ine Is Movec Move 


care | CONDUCTING 
“INQUIRY ALONE 

‘some reason dest ‘known to 

Ives, ‘the Soochow military 

serine ge ae 

eerold. Paton, tas Yast seen live by 


‘May 31, front the 
Bt tat; ‘prison » at Sogehow. to 
Of oct eines au a heh d aes aon 


and hali’s walk from Sooe 

a: Mepaster was accomipliety 
seat ks ago, ‘according 

to leneupesticn reaching the British 
authorities here. Alen 

the report is not quite as reliable 
ss : others which have received 
by the British authoritiés, it none- 
theless has more than ‘a pro ability 
of truth in it, as borne out by: 
supporting evidence of a cireum- 
stantial nature. 

The reason for the transfer, iff 
transfer there actually has been 
is undoubtedly the institution 0: 
an inquiry, supposedly of a 
vigorous nature, by the Nanking; 
Government acting under pressure 
opplied by the British Legation, 

This inquiry has a vey tee 
but the information as to 
ner of its commencement. is _alone 
suspicious in character as. the} 
Chinese military guthoriti¢s have 
refused permission to Mr. D 
Aveling, British Legation gp 
‘sentative on the spot under instruc: 
tions from Sir Miles Lampson, to 
accompany the committee of in 
quiry during the course of thei 
investigations. 

On June 27 representatives from 
the (Ministry of Foreign Affair! 
and Ministry of War at Nanking 
left for Soochow in connection with’ 
this inquiry, Mr. Aveling was in- 
formed. They had strict ihstruc- 
tions to investigate thomoughly the 
reports bei circulation about 
Thorbu’ ing under. ‘angele &) 
the- Sie authorities at - 
chow. ‘: 

At:the same time as this) 
formation was conveyed to 
' Aveling he was. politely told ae 
his association, with the Govern: 

ent’s . seationere vas “ond 


sta we are, ts n fact, just ‘savas nxiou 
to°clear,up this affair, hat you 


Mr. Aveling’, was ale ne if t, ettd 


ino more. - 


i 
\ 


THORBURN MYSTERY, 
STILL UNSOLVED 


British’ Authorities 
Unable To Make 


Sthtement 


There. have been no develop- 
ments if what has come to 


1 to Mr. 
pee whe ore was unable, how- 
lose the nature of 
any eres: thade to date by Mr. 
Aveling.: 
a despatch to Soochow of 
Aveling, it. will be recalled, 
fliowed closely tee spleaae 
to the press 0: ng ha the 
British Consulate of an ‘official 
statement of the discoveries oe 
by British. Vice*Consul © A; 
Seott,, speciafly sent to Bn 
-discover what had become of 
sire Iai aka 
ev ve fa 
‘of the Soochow. ei authori- [ 
ties. 
Mr. Scott’s' inquiries pointed 
strongly to Thorburn being held 
a prisoner at Soochow ‘and on the |, 
oi car 


was ome to press the. Nanking 
Government for an immediate 
official, investigation, a joint. Sino- 
British Co psig of Inquiry 
being sugges' 


Mr. Aveling ie already dis- 
cussed the matter with Dr. C. T. 
Wang, Minister for foreign 
Affairs, pressing for an immediate 
and full investigation. That: was 
in the early part of last week. 
Since then, no further informa- 
tion has been vouchsafed by th 
local British consular authorities 
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Mr. F. Ave io Upon 
Dr. C. T. Wang At 
Nanking 
In connection with the alleged 
detention of John Thorburn, 19- 
year-old British subjeet, by the 
Soochow military authorities, it is 
understood that Mr. F. Aveling, 
representing Sir Miles Lampson, 
H.'M. Minister :to ‘China, has al- 
ready seen Dr, C, T. Wang, Chin- 
ese Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
and is pressing for an immediate 
inquiry. : 
Thorbyrn has been missing from 
home since June 1, and the 
ilocal British congular authorities 
have collected sufficient evidence to 
Warrant the assuinption that the 
| missing Briton is being held a 
prisoner in-'a Soochow military 
Prisoi and is, mcraover,, in bad 
physical. condition at the present 
time. | 2 
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Tae intosmbtien py ee ned 
is oon 

the arrest o. 
& migunéers 
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Ld 
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and report regard 
is Liable to give rise Senile’ « 


ace 


Possibility Of Official 
Statement By Brit- 
ish Consul 


An official statement upon the 
Thorburn mystery is likely “A hed 
forthcoming from the _ Brit 
Consular authorities within the 
next 24 hours, “The Shanghai 
Times" was ‘intormed yesterday, 


332, 2 
Yorthalities at: pre in motion 
are completed to ‘the’ satisfaction 
of the au »,goncerned, 


J a ip -penecier authori- 


jand permission of the — Briti 
Minister. at .Peiping is being 
‘sought. for that purpose. 

John Thorburn, 19-year-old 
Briton, left his home on June 1 
with an obscure intention and 
wandered © along ‘the Shanghaj- 

railway line in the 
direction of Quinsan. There, it ix’ 
believed, he got himself into some 
sort of trouble with a party or 
Chimese soldiers fjwhom’ he met, 
and there is strong evidence that 
he was subsequently arrested and 
taken to Soochow. 

Definite denial of his arrest or 
detention has been given re- 
peatedly by Chinese military 
lofficials at Soochow, notwithstand- 
‘ing much eviderice to the contrary 
collected by " British Consular 
officials and others who have car- 
ried- out investigations on the 


spot. 

Rumours of.foul play have been 
in circulation and the British Con- 
sular authorities here are believed 
to be in possession of. certain 
information which may eventually | 
lead to the exchange of official; 
— with the Nanking Govern-{ 
ment, 
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; incident, t is very strong evid-: 
cence that o foreigner resembling 
, was arrested” by 


HOPE FOR THORBURN 


VANISHING ~*~ 


Conspiracy Of Silence 
At Soochow Proves 
Effective 


Little hope ‘is held tut by the 
British consular authorities of 
tracing the whereabouts of John 
Thorburn, 19-year-old Briton, who! 
mysteriously disappeared from his 
home on the night of May 31-June 
1. Practically, every possible 
uvenue of ‘inquiry has been thor- , 
ovebly investigated, and although 
the evidence that Torburn fell into | 
Chinese military hands continues 
to pile up, categorical denials that 
he did so, likewise continue to be 
received from Chinese sources. 

For more than a week, Mr. A. 
L. Scott, British Vice-Consul, has 
been conducting an investigation 
at Soochow, but little or no light 
on the mystery has resulted. If 
anything, the mystery has deepen- 
ed 


The past 24 hours brought to 
light one somewhat _ significant 
piece of information, however. It 
was the rumour that the First 
Regiment stationed at Soochow had 
been transferred to Kiangsi. It 
was a party of soldiers from this 
regiment, it is alleged; who were 
concerned in the shooting affair 
near Quinsan on or about June 2, 
which other rumours connected 
with the missing man Thorburn. 

Notwithstanding the official den- 
ials issued by the Soochow milit- 
ary and judicial authorities that 
any foreigner had been concerned 
or arrested in connection with that 


Soe ee 
ip-Soochow. There is the alterna- 


tive theory, unconfirmed rumours 


; ef which have already been in cir- 


culation in Shanghai, that young 
Thorburn was shot, but whether 
duriny the affair with the soldiers 
or in’ consequence of his part it 
that affair, may never be known. 
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THE THORBURN 
MYSTERY 


Fate of Missing Briton 
Still Unknown. 


'BELIEVED TAKEN TO 
| SOOCHOW 


Still no news has reached Shang- 
hai of the whereabouts of Mr. John 
Thorburn, the young nineteen-year 
old Englishman who disappeared 
from home on June 1, was seen 
walking along the Shanghai Nan- 
king Railway in the neighbourhood 
of Quinsan x apace ice and, apparently, 
has completely vanished. 


Inquiries set on foot by the Bri- 
tish authorities have been, so far, 
fruitless, Mr. A, L. Scott, who has 
been investigating the affair at 
Secchow, has returned to Shang- 

Ib is understood that 
a locfl Chinese officials have 
received no —— either of 
Mr. Thorburn or of any incident con- 
necting him with the affray in 
which two Chinese soldiers were 
wounded, one of them mortally. In 
| fact, the statements of the Chinese 
| oicials as recorded in the “North- : 
| China Daily News” on Monday have 
not been substantially varied, } 


The fact remains that Mr. Thor- 
burn has: not been located, It is 
Moreover ascertained, from reports 
reaching this office, that a foreigner, 
answering to his description, was 
seen in custody and so far as can 
be judged, was taken to Soochow. ‘£9 
The denials of the local authorities von Af 
are therefore taken te be based on fi y 
information incompletely seized of ; tn 
the facts, 


Pe So ie 
Obviously the matter cannot rest F yt f 
there. Mr. Thorburn’s disappearance 
is seriously exercising the minds of 
his parents. The British authorities 
have made most careful investiga- 
Tions and it is probable that they 
will before long have to take the 
matter up formally: with the Chin- 
ese Government,. It is expected 
that a full statement of the facts 
as they have been elicited will be 
framed and representations made 
through the proper channels for 
steps to be taken in order to clear 
up the mystery, 
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Mr. Thorburn’s Fate 


Whatever may be the conditions 
in the interior of China, it is very 
difficult to believe that a yourg 
foreigner can disappear into the 
blue within a few miles of Shang- 
hai, without there being any trace 
of his whereabouts. It is still more 
‘difficult to believe in the face of 
the known {iscts about Mr. Thor- 
burn’s adventure. It is establish- 
ed that he was possessed of some 
idea of travelling on foot into 
China. It is admitted that he was 
seen walking on the railway line 
between Shanghai and Quinsan. 
There is.a sufficient amount of 
cumulative eviderce, circumstantial 
and otherwise to justify the theory 
that he was taken into custody by 
some Chinese who escorted him to 
Soochow. The time factor and, 
‘other * personal details, gave 
grounds for the strongest presump- 
|tion that he was in some way or 
another involved in the incident 
‘which led to the arrival at Shang- 
hai of two wounded Chinese 
soldiers, one of whom subsequently 
died. Yet in spife of the assiduous 
inquiries of the British authorities, 
the information from official Chi- 
nese sources at Soochow fails err 
tirely to support these deductions. 
That would not arouse comment if 
the Scochow officials could produce 
evidence of Mr. Thorburn’s where- 
abouts. They apparently cannot. 
It would scem that the re- 
ports which they have received 
from their subordinates are defec- 
tive. The matter is hardly likely to 
be allowed to rest there. It is to 
be hoped therefore that more _in- 
sistent inquiries will be made 
through such channels as wil! pro- 
duce reliable and reputable = in- 
formation cn the subject. 
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‘Shooting of two Mi itary Policeman by Foreigner 


REE ORS ID 07 SIERRA I Se DN ap gh 


the Sin Van Pao published thc following letter 
from thie “iret Retiment Militar: Police on June 14 3: - 


"Rc the shootins of tre nilitrs: police by deve 
rerndoes on the night of June 1 wrile patro'ling near 
Tsin., Mee { ). On the night in ques!ion a ihick 
fo: set in and netrin;: could be ceen at clese rane. 
"hen the rilitary police patrol of thi: Ne riment reache 
ead e place’ ehout 5 li to the west of the Tsinse Nee 

Tinilvsy Station, some desperadoes suidenly opened 
fire on then and eccnseavently two policerier: were 
wounded . While the remainins pvolice were in pur- 
suit of the dcspernadoes, an expreecs trein nassed 
ond separated the nolice and the desperadoes, who, 
“vailing theiselves of the ovportunity, made good . 
their eescane. ‘the police made » thoroursh search but 
inrade no arrests. Yhese are the true facts of the cace. 
The informe tion putlished b: vrricus nevspaners is 

estly urtrue; moreover, the rerert of the arrest of 
mn foreimner is entirely froundless end it “er ine 
eu.red suspicion on the part of foreigners. for 
fear that the truth may still not be known to the 
yublic, we hereby request thet ea correction he 
published." 


disappearance, from 
house, 315 Rue Bourgeat, on Jrv 
1, was reported. As a city-wide 
search was made for him here 
without success, the hiint was spreac 
.|further afield. a 

The first important .clue obtained 
was the statement of ‘the station 


Railway’s 
official claimed ‘to have seen a for- 
eigner, answering ‘exactly «Thor- 
burn’s description, in -the custody 
of Chinese gendarmeri¢.in Quinsan. 
Now, the number of people whc 
‘have been Th in the gendar- || 


‘ Soochow: . 

Mr. Blackburn ‘personally thinks 
the lad ts in Soochow and that th: 
Chinese authorities, for. some rea- 
son .of their own, ‘are deliberately 
hiding his whereabouts. 

At first it wag believed that 
Thorburn was connected in some 

Sey oe tee : 
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4 (Contilved from Page 1, Ool. 3) 
manner with the strange 


or on the river. He|merely saying he was going up coun- 
it and a live member try 
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Aj L ott, Bri f, ‘aw of My.. 
who. went to * Sout igo Cone 
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solution of the m: he miss- 
udject. 


youth is a 3 
< Inquiries matey ‘found 
sit Scott still. at Se his 
Fostpored return ‘mig bly be 
httributed to his’ avered : 
something new in | ection. With 
the case, as as expected ‘to 


‘return last Sa 

One of. the Anost jtajioctams 
developments in the’ cgse has. been 
‘the denial by: Chinese _ military 
authorities that uinsan shoot- 
‘ing incident of nearly two. weeks 

Fee which three Chinese gen- 

mes lost their lives, in any. way 
erned foreignets. It was fear: 

a Sat Thorburn had, in‘some’ way: 
‘beeome embroiled: in-an h grannies 
Sere ey 
use of a e ave 
taken away-with him on May 31. 

However, the Chinese declare not 
only that no-foreigner was mixed 
up in that affair bu eae that Fetes 
have no foreigner in miantand 
‘pres ent time, this nobwithat ding 
consiterable evidence to er ener 
trary collected, at AStachowe 
san .and other, gotta: in, “tint 
vicinity. he, : 
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Accoraéingiy, the 
went to tne headquarters [of dhe 
First Battalion. of the Fir 1- 
ment of the Railway Zone Gepdar- 
merie, to which the dead 
belonged, and interviewed the officer 
‘in charge. This officer’ stated that 

, he had read a report of the ‘shoot- 
‘ing affair- which appeared in the 


MYSTERY STILL 
DEEPER 


No Farther News of Mr.| ‘chinese press (a translation of 
John Thorburn which subsequently appeared in this 

veneas jjournal) but it was incorrect in 

many respects. ‘In the first place, 

QUINSAN INQUIRIES only three soldiers were irvolved in 
Sees the affair. In ap place, no 

ocd tt foreigner was involved and no for- 

How the Soldiers eigner wis arrested, though the re- 
Were Shot port stated that a Ruksian had fired 


SPECIAL TO TRE N.C.D.N. 


“No foreigner was involved at ali 
in the shooting affair which oc- 
eurred near Weiting Station on the 
night of June 1 when two gen- 
darmes were fatally wounded,” said 
Col. Tsing Tsung-ying, .Commis- 
sioner of Public Safety, at Quinsan, 
when interviewed yesterday by a re- 
presentative of the 
Daily News” who paid a special 
visit to that place to make inquiries 
into the 
John Thorburn, a 19-year old 
British subject, who has been re- 
ported missing for nearly two 
weeks. ' 

Asked whether he had_ receiv, d 
any reports of foreigners being 
found dead or wandering about in 
the vicinity of Quinsan, or whether 
any foreigner had been _ arrested, 
Col. Tsing emphatically stated 
that he had received no reports to 
thig effect and that no foreigner 
had been arrested. Had any such 
discoveries been made, he certainly 
would have been informed and he 
would have telegraphed at once to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs be- 
cause he had received orders from 
the Waichiaopu and the 
Provincial Government to submit, 
without delay a report if any miss- 
ing foreigner were found because he 
understood that the Waichiaopu had 
received an inquiry from the 
British authorities concerning the 
whereabouts of Mr, Thorburn. 


A Futile Search 


One of the purposes of the 
‘North-China Daily News” repre- 
sentative in pursuing the inquiry 
was to find a certain English 
message. It is reported to have been 
written on the platform of the 


Quinsan Station. No such message | 


was found, though every nook and 
corner of the station and p0ints 
within a large radius of the station 
were carefully searched, 


“North-China |’ 


disappearance of Mr.|, 


Kiangsu | 


'! Col. 


the shots and that he had been taken 


‘Tinto custody. - 


Chinese in Long Gowns 

“J personally interviewed the 
wounded soldiers before they were 
brought to Shanghai, where they 
later died on June 7 and 12 respec- 
tively, and took their statements. 
Both these men, together with the 
third soldier who was in their com- 
pany, stated that the shooting was 
done by a Chinese who wore a long 


‘|zown: there were eight or nine in 


all. The soldier who is still alive 
is absolutely sure of this fact that 
he is equally certain that it was 
not a foreigner who fired the shots,” 
the officer told the “North-China 
Daily News.” 

“The three gendarmes started 
out from Quinsan to patrol the 
railway zone and reached a_ spot 
about three or four li to the east of 
Weiting Station when the shooting 
occurred on the night of June 1. As 
jsoon as they noticed the eight or 
nine men wearing long gowns, they 
felt sure that they were tufci, 


(bandits) so they called upon them]: 


to halt and submit to search, In- 
stead of doing so, one of the gang 
drew a pistol and opened fire, bring- 
ing down two of the gendarmes. 


Swallowed Up in Darkness 


The man started to chase them 
but it so happened that the Nan- 
king night express was passing at 
full speed and the gangsters had 
crossed the line before the train ar- 
rived. When the train had passed, 
the soldier searched for the gang 
but found that all of them had dis- 


appeared in a most mysterious mapn- | 


ner in the darkness. Accordingly, 
no arrests were made.” 

This statement was confirmed by 
Tsing, the Commissioner of 
Public Safety, and the 
who gave chase. 
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British ‘Gonsulat Officials Continue To Look: inte 
Possibility. That Lost Youth Is In Custedy 
« OF Soochow Gendarmerie 


i Pipiate hour last night the nesr’ the Quinsan Statjon..on the 

wiht utg of Mr. Johnjnight of June 2, Four 

Tho a yeat Briton who] soldiers Were doing patrolling’ duty 
fromm Jurfe}on the, raiircad line when a fimo, 

{Jaen War talkers temas, Sit wean} tices ey, Setivea Gy hase eee, 


comm, ABMS to discovers | fore” hook” ly a8 
seen, fot be discovered. them : pt ond gente 
sae authorities “here, : 

however, continue to, work on the 
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Youth: Linked With 
gI ola Affray 


ai inouiry into the .myster- 


, and the strange shoot, 
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one 
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othrery were bafrolimte the road be- 
tween Quinsan when a foreigne 
arin “who when ordered to 
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: ‘investigation ait, 
‘Rue Bourgeat on: 
giving-.any in- 


wounded were ii edt 2 She 

igen, eee 

s - wo or 

two, after arrival. zo 
on Thursday: ‘evening. Wee as 

Nanking. 
‘Whether or not. there ry cori. 
nection: mee py ie Ns. dis- 


appearance. # 
cident is immaterial esl 


awe: ‘i be ee the; left’ 
on, ote ie -alep. a. .8 
‘or,, consideration: 

d py le ‘of the -youthshir 
The father ‘of: the ors youth 


iis <—eee ‘to.Have. pa =i 
8 to. Nanking’ to‘ consult 
the: military faint 


* New 


they had any information which 
might lead to the discovery of his 
son. They had none. : 

‘Likewise, Soochow military 
officials expressed. compléte 
ignorance when questioned con- 
cerning young Thorburn, No one 
answering to his description had 
been arrested by them, they stated. 
They are understood to have gone 
so far as to deny having any for- 
eigner at all! 

ndependent inquiry has reveal- 
ed several important points which 
would tend to contradict the as- 
sertions of the Soachow military. 

‘oreigner & 

In the first. place, there is: in- 
disputable evidence that a foreiga- 
er was scen marching through the 
streets of Soochow last week i 
the custody of Chinese gendarm 
Careful questioning at Soocho 
has also revealed that the foreig 
er seen marching off. in the’d 
tion of military headquarters wa 
wearing a pair of trousers of af 
unusual type which answer the de- 
criptign. of a pair Lapin to 
young’ Thorburn which are missing 
from the wardrobe, ‘ 7 

Furthermote, in support of the 
evidence of-the arrest of a foreign- 
er by Chinese gendarmes at ‘about 
the time in question, there is the 
statement by someone travelling 
by-train-from Quinsan to { 
that a foreigner was removed from 
the train by Chinese gendarmes at 
Soochow, 


SHANGHAI MUGITIT/L POLICE 


Extract from the Afternoon Translation 


of June 10, 1931 


Shooti of Rail olice by Fore er 


The Shun Pao publishes the following corres- 
pondence from Soochow : - 


In connection with the recent killing of one 
and wounding of two of ~ group of military police 
while patrolling the re lway line between Quinsan 
and Tsing Nec and the subsequent arrest and de-~ 
tention of a foreigner in the Military Po @ 
Headquarters at Soochow, Mr. "Sa Ko To" ( ) 
the British Vice-Cansul in Shanghai, yesterday 
(June 9) went to Seeghow and enquired of the Hsien 
Goverment whether the arrested person was a Bri- 
tish subject or not, as an Englishman named "Wei 
Lin Tai Ba" ( ), age 19, was missing 
from Shanghai. He was informed by Magistrate 
Wong that he was awaiting instructions from the 
Military Police Headquarters., Magistrate Wong 
promised to notify Mr. "Sa Ké\To" as soon as 
instructions were rewieved. The British Vice-Consul 
returned to Shanghai the same night. 
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THE NORTH-CHINA DAILY NEWS, THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 1931 


‘ALLEGED GRIME 
BY FOREIGNER 


Shooting Affair on the 
Nanking Ri Railway 


nELD D BY. ¥ MILITARY 
UTHORITIES 


A aa stated to be of 
Russit ~ nationality, was arrested by 
Chinese. soldiers. on the Shanghai- 

Nanking Railway, between Quinsan 
pee Weiting ations, on Tuesday 
morning on a charge of being con- 
cerned in the murder of two Chinese 

in the vicinity of Weiting 
Station. ,oh the previous night. The 
foreigner, who was found in pos- 
session, of two. pistols, is being 


detained by the Qui pat military 
authorities ene Investigatio: 


atatement made by 
the ssiiave we ities to the .Chin- 
.en@. press, the two gendarmes. who 
are alleged to,.have been murdered 
by. the foreigner.. were. detailed 
with 14 others, t7,Quinaan on patrol 
duty between. that station avd Wei- 
ting. Four left the train at Weiting 
te:patro! the railway zone. At about 
19 Fim, when.these fopr men reach- 


‘him. and eae him to stop and 
The man is said 
to. have. obeyed and..raiged. his arms 
but, when two é the — aR: 
they. notice at 
was @ fore fer. As (ie attempted 
to seurch. » the man, who is said 
to. hae - held. -§ pistol in. his Rand, 
odd opened fire on them badly 
inj them. The _ other wae 
rs,,.who. had remained stand- 
ing-some distance away, Tan up. to 
eng but the foreigner escaped 
in rkhess. 


Foreigner Arrested 


A. séarch was made but, as thy 
foreigner could, not be found, t 
wounded men weye , taken to. the 
| ees, Station and brought to 
| sad ai but they died after being 
Ten hospital here. 

y mornin » Says the 
report roared seed on & 
raplway arrested: a suspicious: look- 


isols. He was oy 


2 Was lente en to Quinsan 


of still being detained ‘pe 
tigations. ; 
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